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Title of Course Reviewed 

 PLS 101 

Name of Faculty Member Preparing this Report 
 

George Connor 
 

Time and Date of Course Review Meeting  
 
10/5/2016 3:00:00 PM 

 

List of Participants in Course Review Meeting/Discussion 
 
Initial parameters set by whole department in Spring 2015. In Spring 2015 Assessment 

Committee consisted of George Connor, Patrick Scott, Nick Beatty, and Tom Ringenberg. In 

August 2015, Ringenberg was replaced by Alex Jorgensen. In August 2016, Alex Jorg 

Data Discussed (student work, scores, a common question, etc.); Conclusions 
Reached by the Previously Mentioned Participants Regarding the Next Steps for the 
Course 
 
With the proposed revision of the General Education curriculum, an ad hoc committee was 

formed to propose new standardized language for PLS 101, American Democracy and 

Citizenship. After the adoption of the new language by the department, the question of 

assessment was taken up by the entire department. The assessment committee was charged with 

developing an assessment instrument that measured political efficacy. 

The initial committee was responsible for finding or creating reliable and valid measures of 

efficacy to be included as part of the student evaluation process. After reviewing numerous 

studies and survey instruments, the committee selected 15 questions for consideration. In the Fall 

of 2015 the committee, now consisting of George Connor, Patrick Scott, Nick Beatty and  Alex 

Johnson, recommended four questions for inclusion in the evaluation process during the Fall 

2015 and Spring 2016 semesters. Based on the committee’s review of the relevant literature, 

these four questions were determined to be among the most applicable measures and were 

closely reflective of our General Education goals. 

Because PLS 101 enrolls almost 4000 students per year, the committee’s proposal was to test 

these four questions for reliability across a range of modalities; including seated sections, both 

large and small, online sections, and I-Tunes sections. This pilot process was deemed appropriate 

because PLS 101 is not scheduled for formal review until Fall 2019/Spring 2020. In two of the 

pilot sections, the questions were asked in both a pre-test and post-test format. 

The review time frame also allows for consideration of the best format for asking the efficacy 

questions. The options considered were on Blackboard, on the final exam, or as added questions 

on the CHPA student evaluation. 



The committee reviewed the results over the course of the Summer and met during the second 

week of September 2016 to agree to the following recommendations to be presented to the 

department as a whole on October 5th.  

 

 
Items Chosen by the Faculty for Action 
 

1. Recommend, at minimum, the adoption of all four questions in all sections of PLS 101. 

2. Recommend against the necessity of a pre- and post-test. As was the case with old common 

final, the differences between responses for students with the pre- and post-test and those with 

just the post-test, were not statistically significant.   

3. Greater scrutiny of syllabus for standardization of General Education goals 

 

Follow-up Plans and Action Regarding the Course 
 
1. Review delivery options for questions (i.e. Blackboard, final exam, CHPA student evaluation, 

Survey Monkey) especially with respect to Online and I-Course modalities. 

2. Consideration of additional applicable political efficacy measures 

3. While the committee recommends the adoption of the same questions in all sections of PLS 

101 for analysis, it recognizes that Honors sections may need to be treated differently. 

 

 

General Education General Goals from the Course 

General Goal (12): Students will be able to recognize the importance of contributing their knowledge and 

experiences to their own communities and the broader society. 
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Which SLOs were assessed for this annual report? 
 
12.1, 12.2, 12.3 and 13.1, 13.3, 13.4 



Recommendations or Feedback for the Reviewing Committee About Items that 
Need Action at Higher Levels than the Department or about How the Process Could 
Be Better Supported 
 
No recommendations for action at levels higher than the department at this time 
 

Describe Any Way Diversity Content Has Been Included in This Course 
 
Diversity content is included in all PLS 101 sections within the context of community 

engagement and cultural competence. The common syllabus for all sections includes a mandated 

discussion of civil rights, civil liberties, and political participation. Al 
 


