
The Thomas G. Strong Chair in Middle East Politics at MSU presents 

Solving Baghdad-Erbil Disputes  

Constitutionally  

Since the overthrow of Saddam Hussein's regime in 2003, new authorities in Baghdad's fed-

eral government and the Kurdistan Region's Government have been embroiled in a number 

of disputes. These include territories disputed between the two, authority over oil and gas, 

budget issues and the right of the Kurdistan Region to secede under certain circumstances. 

Join two preeminent experts on these issues as they debate how these disputes can be re-

solved within the framework of Iraq's 2005 constitution.  

Feisal al-Istrabadi is Iraq's former ambassador to the United Nations, a former trial 

lawyer in the United States with experience in civil rights, employment discrimina-

tion, and constitutional torts, Founding Director of the Indiana University Center for 

the Study of the Middle East, author of numerous works on the Middle East, and 

served as principal legal drafter of the Iraqi interim constitution.  

October 5  

3–5pm  

Glass Hall 101 

Brendan O'Leary is the Lauder Professor of Political Science at the University of 

Pennsylvania, winner of the inaugural Juan Linz Prize of the International Politi-

cal Science Association, author of numerous works on power-sharing, a former 

Senior Advisor on Power-sharing in the Standby Team of the United Nations, 

and served as an advisor to the Kurdistan Regional Government during the draft-

ing of the interim Iraqi constitution and the final 2005 Iraqi constitution. 

Live Stream: https://www.facebook.com/studyMENA/ 
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